4              THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK AND
the political complexion of the Revolution changed
rapidly from 'parlour pink' to scarlet; the Liberal
government of Prince Lvov gave place to the
Socialist regime of Alexander Kerensky; and he in
turn was ousted by the Bolsheviks at the Second
Revolution of November 1917.
The final Russian offensive of July 1917 had
collapsed after the close of its early momentum, and
the counter-thrust of the enemy had carried the
German armies to Dvinsk and Riga. The Russian
soldier, exhausted and war-weary, had 'voted for
peace with his legs', in Lenin's phrase.
Capitalizing the deep-felt longing of the Russian
masses for peace, Lenin at once declared a cessation
of hostilities, and thus it came about that, after some
vicissitudes and the murder of the Russian Chief
of the General Staff, there sat down on 20 Decem-
ber at the Brest-Litovsk head-quarters of Prince
Leopold of Bavaria one of the strangest gatherings
in the history of modern diplomacy. Fate had
decreed that the representatives of the most revolu-
tionary regime ever known should sit at the same
table with the representatives of the most reaction-
ary military caste among the then ruling classes,
that a Bavarian nobleman, a Knight of the Golden
Fleece, and a Prussian major-general should nego-
tiate on equal terms with a group of Bolshevik
leaders but lately returned from exile, and from
whose clothes the reek of dungeons had barely been
banished.
The two groups were as widely separated in
ideology as in social standing.  The representatives